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_________________________________________ 

Pope Benedict XVI posed this most important question on the feast of Christ the King – 

 "Whom do I want to follow? God or the evil one? The truth or the lie?” The Pope went on to 

remind us ―Christ is a king who rules with love. Choosing Christ does not guarantee success 

according to the criteria of the world, but it does assure the peace and joy that he alone can 

give”. 
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1. RESPECT FOR LIFE 

 

Archbishop John Bathersby‘s pastoral letter that focuses on the precious gift of life. 

 

―MY dear people, the key truth communicated by Jesus is that the world is a new creation 

brought into existence through His life, death and resurrection. 

 

The resurrection, God's seal on all Jesus said and did, created a new world for all. Not only did it 

fill Jesus with new life, it overflowed into the entire universe embracing each and every person. 

 

The power of the Holy Spirit made it possible for us to become new persons, at the centre of a 

new creation - with new hearts and new minds. Overcome by the goodness of Jesus, evil is 
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conquered and a new world born, that Jesus encourages us to see if only we would open our eyes. 

When we do so we realise we live in the certainty of His redemption despite the evil, old and 

new, that breaks into God's world, where he regards "A thousand years as a day" (2 Peter 3:8). 

 

All of us are loved into existence by God and maintained in existence by that love. Each and 

every one of us is a child of God in whom God's Holy Spirit lives. Each individual has a 

profound dignity that nothing can destroy. 

 

In today's society people can be protected generously outside the womb, but not always inside. 

The conjoined Bangladesh twins would very likely not have been brought to birth had they been 

conceived here. Their plight would have been identified prior to birth and the abortion ‗solution‘ 

would very likely have been applied. 

 

When so many people in our society lobby for the decriminalisation of abortion how can we 

boast that we are a civilised people? 

 

We shudder at the killing of our brothers and sisters in other countries of the world, while we 

tolerate without shame the 80,000 + abortions that occur each year in Australia? 

 

Why is it that so many people tolerate the termination of the lives of children in the womb 

without protesting about the horror and injustice of it all? 

 

In John 10:10 Jesus said that He had come to bring us life and life in its fullness - how can we 

Christians reject and destroy the very life He brought to the world through His suffering and 

death? 

 

I am aware of the unfortunate legislation that was recently framed in Victoria and could just as 

easily be implemented elsewhere.  

 

Let us ask Jesus to grant each person respect for human life at its beginning, throughout life and 

at life‘s end.  

 

2. „POPULATION‟ IN THE CLIMATE DEBATE 

Taken from a report from Catholic Family and Human Rights Institute 

 

The United Nations Family Population Fund released their annual state of the World 

Population report on the 18
th

 November 2009, entitled ―Facing a Changing World: Women, 

Population and Climate,‖ is clearly an attempt to harness popular environmental concerns in 

service of population control.  

 

The report, ―Facing a Changing World: Women Population and Climate,‖ asserts that achieving 

―universal access to reproductive health‖ (shorthand for abortion) would both contribute to 

declines in fertility and ―help reduce green-house gas emissions in the long run‖. It calls upon 

nations to fully fund family planning services and contraceptive supplies.‖ It asserts that each 

birth results not only in the emissions attributable to that person in his or her lifetime, but also the 

emissions of all his or her descendents‖.  

 

UNFPA executive director Thoraya Obaid says that ―rapid population growth and 
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industrialization have led to rapid rise in greenhouse gas emissions. We have now reached a point 

where humanity is approaching the brink of disaster‖. 

 

Peter C. Smith of the International Right to Life Federation observes that UNFPA always needs a 

―looming disaster‖ to secure their funding. Smith sees the true looming disaster‖ as the 

―demographic implosion of the developing world‖ which is being exported to the developing 

world – in Australia’s case through our $3 million dollar partnership with Planned Parenthood 

funded through Aus/Aid! Ed. 

 

Critics point to the report's favourable citation of Obama administration's science czar, John 

Holdren, as signalling openness to coercive measures. In the 1970s, Holdren called for forced 

abortion and sterilization in his writings.   

 

Concern over UNFPA's role in facilitating China's one-child policy, which is beset by allegations 

of forced and sex-selective abortion, contributed to a recommendation by the US State 

Department under then-Secretary of State Colin Powell to suspend funding of the agency. In 

March of this year, the Obama administration reversed the Bush administration policy and 

directed that $50 million be given to UNFPA, despite continued concerns over its China role. 

 

You can find this online at: http://www.cfam.org/publications/id.1510/pub_detail.asp 

 

3. UNFPA PUSHING FOR HUNDREDS OF BILLIONS FOR FAMILY PLANNING  

As ICPD Era Draws to a Close - December 3, 2009. Samantha Singson 

 

 (NEW YORK – C-FAM)  At the United Nations this week, the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) 

organized a commemorative seminar on the 1995 Cairo International Conference on Population 

and Development (ICPD) and, in a look ahead, urged states to renew their commitment to the 

program, calling for over $200 billion (US) in funding for "sexual and reproductive health and 

family planning" alone. (Just think how $200 billion could be spent on providing reliable sources 

of fresh water, health education and improved neo natal and post natal care – Ed.)  

 

 UNFPA's Ann Pawliczko gave a financial perspective of the ICPD Program of Action and 

presented a "revised ICPD Global Cost Estimate" for 2009 through 2015, when the ICPD 

program is scheduled to end.  Apart from $212 billion (US) for "sexual and reproductive health/ 

family planning," UNFPA estimates that another $22.5 billion would be needed for "family 

planning direct costs" for the same time period. (A lot of money to destroy life Ed.)  

 

At the seminar, attended by less than 80 individuals representing government delegations and 

civil society, panelists presented a retrospective of the "groundbreaking" ICPD conference and 

sought to outline a way forward. Claiming that with only five years left to fulfill the 

commitments made at the ICPD and achieve the interrelated Millennium Development Goals 

(MDGs), "governments are called upon to redouble their efforts toward the integration of 

population and development policies."  

 

Opening the seminar, Dr. Werner Haug, UNFPA's Technical Division director, acknowledged 

that population has always been a "thorny and difficult" topic and that countries must now decide 

how to proceed after the Cairo Program of Action expires at the end of 2014. 

 

http://www.cfam.org/publications/id.1510/pub_detail.asp
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Dr. Stan Bernstein, a UNFPA senior policy advisor, called the Cairo consensus "novel" for its 

person-centered approach rather than just on numbers and demographics and praised the Cairo's 

reframing of population programs to a "customized approach" which seeks to provide couples 

and individuals with the means to achieve a smaller family size.  

 

Hania Zlotnik of the UN Population Division emphasized the alleged benefits of population 

reduction, touting that declining fertility "has potentially positive effects on economic growth" 

such as a reduced number of dependents, an increased number of workers, particularly more 

women workers since they are having less children.  Zlotnik lamented that funding for family 

planning was on the decline and warned that "the reproductive health of women and couples 

cannot be assured if women don't have the means to control their fertility." 

 

Laura Laski, yet another UNFPA representative, focused solely on "reproductive rights and 

universal access to sexual and reproductive health."  Laski lauded the progress made since the 

Cairo conference and highlighted the linkage to the Millennium Development Goals. Laski 

pointed to the controversial MDG target on "universal access to reproductive health by 2015" as 

the new "centre point" for future work on "sexual and reproductive health." (doublespeak) 

(Critics note that states rejected a separate goal on "reproductive health" in 2001, only to see it 

reappear as a "target" in the annex of a Secretary-General's report in 2007.) 

 

 Panelists concluded that the "chief constraint" to realizing the Cairo program of action is the 

"lack of adequate funding" and urged states to increase their political will, renew their Cairo 

commitment and "increase allocations for population activities" as a matter of priority. 

 

The UNFPA seminar was co-organized by UNITAR, the UN Institute for Training and Research, 

as part of the UN's celebration of the ICPD 15th anniversary. 

 

4. SECRETARY CLINTON‟s  5-YEAR FUNDING PUSH, INCLUDES ABORTION 

January 14, 2010 By Susan Yoshihara, Ph.D. 

 

(NEW YORK – C-FAM)  In Washington last week, United States (U.S.) Secretary of State 

Hillary Clinton announced that the United States would engage in a massive funding push over 

the next five years to promote “reproductive health care and family planning” as a “basic 

right” around the word. Clinton has previously stated for the record, that this includes 

abortion. The plan includes potentially siphoning off funds currently directed towards fighting 

HIV/AIDs, tuberculosis and malaria. 

  

Commemorating the fifteenth anniversary of the controversial International Conference on 

Population and Development (ICPD) in Cairo, Clinton said there were only five years left to 

achieve ICPD‘s goal that ―all governments will make access to reproductive healthcare and 

family planning services a basic right.‖ 

 

Last April, in testimony before the U.S. House Foreign Affairs Committee, when asked whether 

the United States' definition of ―reproductive health" includes abortion, Clinton replied that, "We 

happen to think that family planning is an important part of women's health and 

reproductive health includes access to abortion that I believe should be safe, legal and 

rare."  
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In her remarks last week Clinton specifically emphasized the importance of the abortion 

component of the Obama foreign policy by saying, ―One of President Obama‘s first actions in 

office was to overturn the Mexico City policy, which greatly limited our ability to fund family 

planning programs.‖ The 1984 Mexico City Policy required all non-governmental organizations 

that receive federal funding to refrain from performing or promoting abortion services, as a 

method of family planning, in other countries. In fact, notwithstanding Clinton‟s assertions, 

the ICPD outcome document likewise rules out abortion as a method of family planning. 
 

Despite the economic downturn, Clinton announced that “The U.S. Congress recently 

appropriated more than $648 million in foreign assistance to family planning and 

reproductive health programs worldwide. …the largest allocation in more than a decade.” 

The “centerpiece” of the Obama foreign policy, she said, would be the Global Health 

Initiative. She said the initiative “commits us to spending $63 billion over six years.” This 

will link the reproductive rights agenda to high profile global health concerns. Launched by the 

World Economic Forum in 2002, the initiative is supposed to focus on HIV/AIDs, tuberculosis, 

and malaria. 

 

The plan to link abortion rights to the Global Health Initiative through the issue of maternal and 

child health was announced at the 2007 United Nations (UN)-sponsored ―Women Deliver‖ 

conference by abortion rights groups such as International Planned Parenthood and Center for 

Reproductive Rights as well as the UN Population Fund (UNFPA). At that time, these groups 

also called for linking abortion rights to the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) by inserting 

a target for ―universal access to reproductive health‖ under MDG 5 on maternal health. Critics 

see this as a stratagem to dip into funds previously directed to fights AIDS and other diseases. 

 

Last week Clinton pledged U.S. commitment to the reproductive health target, saying, ―We have 

pledged new funding, new programs, and a renewed commitment to achieve Millennium 

Development Goal Five, namely a [three-fourths] reduction in global maternal mortality, and 

universal access to reproductive healthcare.‖ That target has never been accepted by the General 

Assembly in open debate, and was soundly rejected the last time it was raised in 2005. 

 

5. ABORTION JUDGED MORALLY WRONG BY US MAJORITY 

 

Survey Shows Increasing Pro-Life Trend 

 NEW HAVEN, Connecticut, JAN. 22, 2010 (Zenit.org).- As Americans mark today's 37th 

anniversary of the U.S. court decision that legalized abortion, a new poll shows that the country's 

majority thinks killing the unborn is morally wrong.  

 

The Knights of Columbus reported these findings from a survey it conducted over the last few 

weeks with The Marist Institute for Public Opinion. 

 

It found that 56% of Americans consider abortion to be "morally wrong." 

 

Breaking up the number by generations, 58% of people aged 18-29 consider abortion to be wrong 

while some 60% of those aged 30-44 fell into this category. 

 

Of the "baby boomer" generation, aged 45-64, 51% agreed with this statement, while 62% of 

those 65 and over answered similarly. 

http://www.zenit.org/
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Of those Americans who did not judge abortion as being wrong, 19% said that it was "morally 

acceptable," while 25% stated the belief that it is "not a moral issue." 

 

The press release noted that these surveys, also held in October 2008 and July 2009, have been 

"tracking an increasing trend toward the pro-life position -- a trend confirmed by Gallup and Pew 

surveys." 

 

The supreme knight, Carl Anderson, noted that "younger people in even greater numbers than 

their parents see abortion as morally wrong." 

 

"America has turned a corner and is embracing life," he added. 

 

Anderson affirmed that "advances in technology show ever more clearly that an unborn child is 

completely a human being." 

 

He continued: "That, coupled with the large number of Americans who know one of the many 

people who has been negatively affected by abortion are certainly two of the reasons that 

Americans are increasingly uncomfortable with Roe v. Wade's legacy of abortion, and with 

abortion generally. 

 

"The majority of Americans now understand that abortion has consequences, and that those 

consequences are not good." 

 

The communiqué noted that this abortion poll is part of a larger survey that will be publicized 

soon. 

 

 

6. A CULTURE OF DEATH IN THE LUCKY COUNTRY 

 

Under Nazism people needed to be racially and physically perfect in order to survive. Millions of 

people deemed imperfect were put to death. In order to endure - the populace hardened their 

hearts. 

  

I didn‘t believe that this evil could take hold in Australia yet with the dominance of the catchcry 

‗CHOICE‘ i.e. of picked quality, exquisite, carefully chosen, appropriate (according to the 

Oxford Dictionary), the unborn and the infirm are very much at risk.  

 

We know that somewhere near 100,000 precious unborn individual Australians are killed in utero 

each year because of a so called „woman‟s right to choose‟ not to give them birth. Clearly these 

infants were not carefully chosen.  I am unsure whether the little ones who are discovered 

through amnio centesis or ultra sound to be less than picked quality, are included in the above 

total but I think not. Australia has now entered into a $3 million partnership with Planned 

Parenthood to provide abortion to our neighbours under the guise of AusAID.  

 

My heart bleeds for girls who are persuaded to abort an unplanned pregnancy and who then 

suffer grief for the rest of their lives. The putative father also suffers. Those who conspire with a 

doctor to shorten the life of an aged or sick loved one also suffer extreme grief.  
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Having spoken at a Forum against Green‘s Leader Nick Mc Kim and his Dying with Dignity Bill, 

arranged and distributed a petition to be signed by for those opposed to euthanasia, authored and 

lodged a submission - and contacted all members of the House of Assembly asking them to vote 

against the Bill – we were present in Parliament for the four hour debate where Deputy Premier 

and Health Minister Lara Giddings said ―I am happy to stand here and support Mr. Mc Kim‘s Bill 

because I believe in voluntary euthanasia and people‘s right to choose‖. We rejoiced when the 

Bill was voted down 15 to 7. Subsequently, Green‘s leader Nick Mc Kim vowed never to give up 

fighting to legalize euthanasia.  

 

Euthanasia is currently illegal in Australia. In 1995 Legislation was passed in the Northern 

Territory to allow voluntary euthanasia/assisted suicide to the terminally ill. In 1997 the Federal 

government revoked the Territory‘s self-governing rights concerning euthanasia. Now there is a 

Bill before the Australian Parliament that, if passed, will restore the Northern Territory‘s self-

governance in this area. South Australia is keen to legalise euthanasia and a recent Bill failed 

miraculously when one politician declining to vote! West Australia is currently working on a 

Bill. Has nobody heard that advances in palliative care mean nobody need die in agony. It is 

insulting to offer a person death when they crave tender loving care. There is a frightening 

preoccupation with ‗the culture of death‘ in the ‗Lucky Country‘.  

 

The defeated Tasmanian Bill defines illness as ‘injury or degeneration of mental or physical 

faculties’  - sounding a warning that euthanasia could become the ultimate in Elder Abuse.  

 

There are many cases each year of physical, emotional and or financial abuse of the elderly. 

Some elderly are left homeless by ruthless relatives who can‘t wait for them to die in order to 

seize their assets and there is a huge problem with the misuse of power of attorney. If this is how 

the elderly are faring it is easy to imagine the pressure on them to die should euthanasia become 

legal. Women particularly will sacrifice themselves so as not to be a burden on others. 

 

When euthanasia is suggested as a serious answer to the question of suffering the nation has lost 

sight of the unique value of each and every individual. The mark of a civilized society is the level 

of care conferred upon the frail and vulnerable. 

 

According to the U.S. Supreme Court, June 26, 1997 

   

 „There is a very real risk of subtle coercion and undue influence in the end of life 

circumstances and vulnerable groups in our society, including the poor, the elderly and the 

disabled will be at risk from abuse, neglect and mistakes should euthanasia become legal 

 

The House of Lords‟ Report on Medical Ethics (UK) 1994 makes a most telling case against 

Euthanasia, both voluntary and non-voluntary: 

 

“The prohibition of intentional killing is the cornerstone of law and social relationships. It 

protects each of us impartially, embodying the belief that all are equal. To create an exception 

to the general prohibition of intentional killing would inevitably open the way to its further 

erosion whether by design or by the human tendency to test the limits of any regulation”. 
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7. UNBORN BABY KILLED ON VICTORIAN ROADS 

 

ABC Newsreaders announced on the 28
th

 December  ―an unborn child has died after a hit and run 

driver caused a major crash in Melbourne‘s south east yesterday‖.   

 

While filled with sorrow for the parents of the child I was heartened that the child has been added 

to Victoria‘s holiday road toll. The standard answer one receives when questioning the rights of 

the unborn child is ―an unborn child has no rights until it has taken its first breath‖ – the 

recognition of this little one‘s life and personhood, at a time in Victoria when abortion is legally 

available up to ‗birth-day‘ profoundly contradicts the prevailing lie that the unborn are not 

persons. 

 

  

8. POPE BENEDICT‟S CHRISTMAS EVE HOMILY 

 A portion of the homily Benedict XVI gave at Christmas Eve Mass at the Vatican. The Holy 

Father expresses his great concern for children, especially, those who are abused and thus 

traumatized in the depths of their souls. 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

The Fathers of the Church remarkable commentary on the song the angels sang to greet the 

Redeemer reminds us that until the birth of Jesus the angels had known God only in the grandeur 

of the universe, in the reason and the beauty of the cosmos that come from him and are a 

reflection of him. They had heard, so to speak, creation's silent song of praise and had 

transformed it into celestial music. 

  

Now something new has happened, something that astounded them. The One of whom the 

universe speaks, the God who sustains all things and bears them in his hands had himself entered 

into human history, he had become someone who acts and suffers within history. 

  

From the joyful amazement that this unimaginable event called forth, from God's new and further 

way of making himself known -- say the Fathers -- a new song was born, one verse of which the 

Christmas Gospel has preserved for us: "Glory to God in the highest heavens, and peace to his 

people on earth." 

  

We might say that, following the structure of Hebrew poetry, the two halves of this double verse 

say essentially the same thing, but from a different perspective. God's glory is in the highest 

heavens, but his high state is now found in the stable: what was lowly has now become sublime. 

God's glory is on the earth, it is the glory of humility and love – the glory of peace. 

  

He is present wherever human beings do not attempt, apart from him, and even violently, to turn 

earth into heaven. He is with those of watchful humble hearts who meet him at the level of his 

own "height," the height of humility and love. 

  

To these people he gives his peace, so that through them, peace can enter this world. 

 

The medieval theologian William of Saint Thierry once said that God -- from the time of Adam -- 
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saw that his grandeur provoked resistance in man, that we felt limited in our own being and 

threatened in our freedom. Therefore God chose a new way. He became a child. He made himself 

dependent and weak, in need of our love. 

  

Now, this God who has become a child says to us: you can no longer fear me, you can only love 

me. 

 

With these thoughts, at Christmas we draw near to the child of Bethlehem -- to the God who for 

our sake chose to become a child and like every child asks for our love. 

  

Let us think especially of those children who are denied the love of their parents. The street 

children who do not have the blessing of a family home, of those children who are brutally 

exploited as soldiers and made instruments of violence, instead of messengers of reconciliation 

and peace. Let us think of those children who are victims of the industry of pornography and 

every other appalling form of abuse, and thus are traumatized in the depths of their soul. 

  

The Child of Bethlehem summons us once again to do everything in our power to put an end to 

the suffering of these children; to do everything possible to make the light of Bethlehem touch 

the heart of every man and woman. Only through the conversion of hearts, only through a change 

in the depths of our hearts can the cause of all this evil be overcome, only thus can the power of 

the evil one be defeated. Only if people change will the world change; and in order to change, 

people need the light that comes from God, the light which so unexpectedly entered into our 

night. 

 

And speaking of the Child of Bethlehem, let us think also of the place named Bethlehem, of the 

land in which Jesus lived, and which he loved so deeply. And let us pray that peace will be 

established there, that hatred and violence will cease. Let us pray for mutual understanding, that 

hearts will be opened, so that borders can be opened. Let us pray that peace will descend there, 

the peace of which the angels sang that night. 

 

In Psalm 96 [95], Israel, and the Church, praises God's grandeur manifested in creation. All 

creatures are called to join in this song of praise, and so the Psalm also contains the invitation: 

"Let all the trees of the wood sing for joy before the Lord, for he comes" (v. 12ff.). 

  

The Church reads this Psalm as a prophecy and also as a task. The coming of God to Bethlehem 

took place in silence. Only the shepherds keeping watch were, for a moment, surrounded by the 

light-filled radiance of his presence and could listen to something of that new song, born of the 

wonder and joy of the angels at God's coming. 

  

This silent coming of God's glory continues throughout the centuries. Wherever there is faith, 

wherever his word is proclaimed and heard, there, God gathers people together and gives himself 

to them in his Body; he makes them his Body. God "comes." And in this way our hearts are 

awakened. The new song of the angels becomes the song of all those who, throughout the 

centuries, sing ever anew of God's coming as a child -- and rejoice deep in their hearts. 

  

And the trees of the wood go out to him and exult. The tree in Saint Peter's Square speaks of him, 

it wants to reflect his splendour and to say: Yes, he has come, and the trees of the wood acclaim 

him. 
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The trees in the cities and in our homes should be something more than a festive custom: they 

point to the One who is the reason for our joy -- the God who for our sake became a child. 

  

This song of praise, speaks of him who is the very tree of new-found life. Through faith in him 

we receive life. In the Sacrament of the Eucharist he gives himself to us; he gives us a life that 

reaches into eternity. 

  

We join in creation's song of praise, and our praise is at the same time a prayer: Lord, help us to 

see something of the splendour of your glory. And grant peace on earth. Make us men and 

women of your peace. Amen. 

 

 

9. EUROPEAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS PUTS PRO-LIFE IRELAND IN HOT 

SEAT - December 3, 2009. By Piero A. Tozzi, J.D. 

 

Irish abortion laws and sovereignty stand in the dock when the European Court of Human Rights 

(ECHR) hears a challenge to Ireland's constitutional protection of life "from conception." 

 

Three petitioners in the case A, B & C. v. Ireland allege that they were forced to travel overseas 

to obtain abortions, undergoing unnecessary expenses and hardship due to the nation's pro-life 

laws. They claim violations of various rights under the European Convention on Human Rights.    

 

Third-party interveners Society for the Protection of Unborn Children, the European Centre for 

Law and Justice and the Alliance Defence Fund (on behalf of Family Research Council), contend 

that it is "Ireland's sovereign right to determine when life begins" and what rights attach to pre-

natal life. They also claim that domestic remedies have not been exhausted, and that therefore the 

ECHR lacks jurisdiction to hear the case. 

 

Ireland's constitution "acknowledges the right to life of the unborn and, with due regard to the 

equal right to life of the mother, guarantees in its laws to respect, and, as far as practicable, by its 

laws to defend and vindicate that right." The country's recent approval of the Lisbon Treaty after 

receiving guarantees that its pro-life constitution would remain unaffected has raised the stakes of 

the Court's decision. 

 

Skeptics of the ECHR's ability to be impartial where "abortion rights" are implicated point to the 

court's 2007 ruling Tysiąc v. Poland, which held that Poland had violated the European 

Convention by denying a woman a "therapeutic" abortion that allegedly would have saved her 

eyesight. The woman there had obtained a certificate from a general practitioner as a prerequisite 

to obtaining an abortion allowable under Polish law, that remains among Europe's most 

protective of the unborn.  Five medical experts overruled the general practitioner, determining 

that the ongoing deterioration in eyesight was unrelated to her pregnancy – a finding seconded 

post-delivery by a review panel of three additional experts.  Despite this, as the dissenters pointed 

out, the ECHR credited the one generalist's opinion over that of eight experts to reach the desired 

result. 

 

Jakob Cornides, a European legal commentator who has criticized the Tysiąc decision, 

distinguished that case from the present one, noting that, "rightly or wrongly, Tysiąc was 
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premised upon the notion that Ms. Tysiąc's contemplated abortion would have been legal under 

Polish law, and if lawful, it should have been available. In Ireland, however, the constitution 

protects unborn life and legislation indisputably prohibits abortion." 

 

Cornides further points out that "the Court so far has avoided taking a position on whether 

abortion should be legal or not, leaving this question to national legislators. It would indeed be 

inconceivable that countries like Ireland or Poland, to name just two, would have signed up to the 

Convention if they foresaw an explicit or implicit 'right to abortion.'" 

 

Irish voters overwhelmingly approved Ireland's pro-life constitutional provision in a 1983 

referendum. Pro-lifers further note that Ireland has the world's lowest rate of maternal mortality 

in childbirth, as confirmed in a recent report by the World Economic Forum. 

 

 

10. ON THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CHILD RIGHTS CONVENTION, US 

PRESSURED TO RATIFY. November 26, 2009, S. Singson 

 

(NEW YORK – C-FAM)  Last week in New York, the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) celebrated 

the 20th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) with the release of a 

special report on the impact of the treaty. While many used the anniversary to celebrate the CRC, 

some expressed concern about the growing pressure on the United States to ratify the treaty, 

saying that the treaty‘s rights-based emphasis touted by UNICEF is fundamentally flawed. 

 

UNICEF's special edition State of the World's Children entitled "Celebrating 20 Years of the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child" highlights developments made in the child rights arena. 

The UNICEF report described the CRC as "not only a historic document" but "a moral compass" 

that guides people all over the world.  The report boasts that the CRC "has already altered the 

landscape of children's rights" but that it is still far from being realized. 

 

The report uses anecdotal evidence from CRC proponents to detail the "success" of the 

convention in the last two decades. According to UNICEF, the CRC has resulted "in the 

increased usage of 'child rights' language in the vernacular of national and international legal 

documents, policies, programs and advocacy." 

 

While the UNICEF report returns to a focus on child survival, the report builds on the "rights-

based approach" first espoused in the 1990s.  According to the UNICEF report, "Under the 

Convention, children are rights holders rather than objects of charity. Fulfilling these rights is no 

longer an option for States parties but an obligation that governments have pledged to meet."   

 

Calls for United States (US) ratification from United Nations (UN) officials and international 

child rights advocacy groups have significantly increased over this anniversary year and 

especially since Barack Obama was elected President. The Obama administration has expressed 

its support of US ratification. During the US election campaign, candidate Obama expressed 

dismay that the United States was only one of two countries that are not party to the treaty. 

Earlier this year, US ambassador to the United Nations, Susan Rice was reported as saying that 

the US was considering "when and how it might be possible to join" the UN Convention on the 

Rights of the Child.  
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Conservative groups in the United States, however, point to concerns regarding the 'rights-based 

approach' and highlight problems with the CRC monitoring mechanism. They assert that children 

should not be totally autonomous rights bearers completely separate from their parents. 

Opponents are concerned that US ratification of the CRC will erode parental rights and 

sovereignty.  

 

Critics point out that while the UNICEF report contains a lot of anecdotal evidence regarding the 

positive effects of the treaty, it is nearly silent on the work of the CRC committee, the body 

charged with monitoring state compliance with the treaty and consisting of 18 "experts" in child 

rights.  

 

The report claims that the Convention "sets out common standards" yet leaves room for State 

parties finding their "own way of implementing the treaty." Over the years, the CRC committee 

has chastised countries for allowing corporal punishment, mandated governments to increase 

state-sponsored day care, pushed recognition of a child's right to privacy "especially in the 

family," and pushed for adolescent family planning and reproductive health and sex education 

programs, despite possible parental objections. 

 

You can find this online at: http://www.c-fam.org/publications/id.1510/pub_detail.asp 

 

11. SAME-SEX LAWS FACE VETO 

 

The Federal Government does not support laws allowing gay couples to have legally binding 

civil union ceremonies (ABC News) and have signalled it will block the ACT's new laws for 

same-sex couples. 

 

The Legislative Assembly (ACT) passed a Greens bill earlier this month allowing gay couples to 

recognise their relationship with a legally binding ceremony. 

 

The legislation came into affect last Thursday. 

 

But the Federal Government still has the power to veto the legislation. It stepped in last year 

when the ACT Government tried to introduce similar laws as part of Territory's Civil 

Partnerships Act. 

 

Chief Minister Jon Stanhope met with Federal Attorney-General Robert McClelland yesterday to 

discuss the new legislation. 

 

"They are prepared to intervene to overturn the recent amendments to the civil union legislation 

in the ACT," Mr Stanhope said. 

 

"I indicated bluntly that this was unacceptable." 

 

Mr Stanhope says Mr McClelland has requested the legislation be amended to remove the 

reference to legal ceremonies. 

 

"We'll have to give serious consideration to it," he said. 
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"We're in the same position as we were a year ago. 

 

"Do we maintain perversely a position of principle to the death and risk gay and lesbian couples 

in the ACT having a right downgraded as a result of Commonwealth intervention? 

 

"Or do we take what we can - do we accept this additional incremental improvement in our 

recognition and respect for gay and lesbian relationships." 

 

Mr Stanhope says it is a philosophical difference between the ACT and the Commonwealth and 

he regrets the opposition. 

 

"At one level it is becoming a little pedantic and little technical," he said. 

 

"I don't wish to verbal or embarrass the Federal Attorney-General Robert McClelland but he 

knows in his heart that our legislation doesn't infringe against the Marriage Act, he knows that." 

 

Mr Stanhope says if the Legislative Assembly refuses to accept Mr McClelland's proposed 

amendments the Federal Government may use its powers to veto the legislation. 

 

An ABC news report quoted Jon Stanhope, the ACT Chief Minister, stating that the Federal 

Attorney-General, Robert McClelland, will veto the ACT's recent amendment to the Civil 

Partnerships Act because it mimics marriage – particularly the part allowing for same-sex 

ceremonies. 

 

A large part of this decision by the Federal Government is to honour its commitment given to 

ACL before the 2007 election, part of which stated that "Federal Labor does not support 

legislation to recognise same-sex marriage or civil unions . . . Labor supports the development 

of nationally consistent, state-based relationship legislation based on the Tasmanian 

legislation which has no ceremony or celebrant and doesn't mimic marriage". 

 

We are confirming with the Federal Attorney-General‘s office exactly what Stanhope meant 

by some level of "additional incremental improvement". We will continue to lobby the Federal 

Government to stick to its election promise, and that there is no 'sting in the tail' if there is a 

compromise arrangement. We will keep you informed. I believe the Federal government has 

vetoed the ACT's recent amendment to the Civil Partnerships Act because it mimics marriage.  

  

Nobody will fuss too much if homosexuals want to institute a ceremony of their own and register 

their partnership but it cannot be marriage because marriage is the union of one man with one 

woman. The irony is that marriage is being abandoned by heterosexuals at the same time as it is 

being coveted by homosexuals. 

 

Pope Benedict says that laws that ignore the difference between the sexes - such as the 

legalisation of same-sex marriages - are an attack on creation. 

 

Countries that have recently passed such legislation include predominantly Catholic states such 

as Portugal, which the Pope plans to visit later in the year, and Argentina. 

 

The Gay and Lesbian Rights Lobby (GLRL) and a number of homosexual activists are ramping 
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up pressure on New South Wales MPs and MLC‘s to remove the right of adopted children to 

have a mother and a father. Their campaign has well and truly got underway and they are turning 

up the heat…they are not holding back. 

 

Adoption by same sex couples is legalized in NSW and it can be further argued that same sex 

marriage is needed to give security to children of gay couples. They argue that if a family is 

constituted of parents and children, then a same sex couple with adopted children is a family. The 

argument is that parents should be able to marry regardless of their respective genders. 

 

A family by definition requires children, thus same sex ―marriage‖ necessitates that they be 

allowed to adopt children and have access to IVF. Clearly this is a well-coordinated attack on the 

family unit. The losers are children. 

 

12. HEALTHCARE COSTS AS DRUG USE INCREASES  

 

The recent nation wide blitz on intoxication cost a lot and achieved little. Our daily newspapers 

report deaths, accidents, assaults and atrocious behaviour subsequent to drug use, with the 

perpetrators often having no memory of the incident.   

 

Australians are the heaviest drinkers in the English speaking world and our cannabis use is the 

highest of the OECD countries - to mention only two of the many mood changing substances 

used by Australians on a regular basis. 

 

The week-end crackdown may have made the streets safer for a day or two but will do nothing to 

protect the parents, spouse and children of addicts who suffer most from the unpredictable and 

dangerous behaviour consequent upon drugs use. Behavior that goes far beyond "being spat at, 

kicked and scratched and verbally abused" described by hospital emergency staff. (Merc.5.12.'09)  

 

We have long acknowledged the problem of intoxication and increasing the number of police and 

prosecuting offenders is not the answer. Intoxication at schoolies on the Gold Coast was the 

worst it's ever been and the income from the sale of intoxicants is so lucrative that there are now 

people manufacturing drugs in back yard sheds or their kitchen often with lethal consequences. 

We need to find a way to prevent people from embarking on drug use and make it anti social like 

smoking. 

 

W.H.O. has identified addiction as a disease, and it's time for us to adopt a policy of 'prevention,' 

as with any other illness. Prevention means making the physical and psychological short and long 

term consequences of drug use known well before there are drugs on offer.   

 

The Harm Minimisation policy uses terms such as 'recreational drug use' and encourages people 

if they are going to 'use' to use in moderation when, once a person has ingested alcohol or other 

drugs acting responsibly becomes well nigh impossible. Once a habit is established the user 

invariably needs more of the drug "to get the feeling".   

 

Given all the tensions and frustrations of adolescence, imagine how a teenager might feel on 

being handed a substance that when inhaled, ingested or injected is said to make all your hassles 

vanish. The temptation to experiment is understandably considerable. So are the risks. This is 

why we owe people the facts. People use drugs to change the way they feel. In our culture most 
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of us are 'feeling' illiterate. All of us need to learn to identify, own and deal with our feelings 

without recourse to drugs. All teenagers are difficult, withdrawn secretive and utterly self-centred 

at least some of the time. Teenagers with drug problems are difficult withdrawn, secretive and 

utterly self-centred most of the time and drugs keep them that way. 

 

All of us need to learn and have demonstrated at from primary school onward that every action 

has a consequence, that feelings are facts and all feelings are OK - it's what we do with our 

feelings that can be either good or bad.  It would be great if we could learn to trust and say how 

we feel - thus releasing tension safely instead of escaping into drugs - legal or illegal. The 

ultimate escape from reality is suicide and Australia's suicide rate is appalling! 

 

If Australia were to lose over 1500 lives at war, as we did on our roads in 2009, there would be a 

public outcry requiring more than a police warning that ―drunken louts who flout the law will not 

be tolerated over the busy festive season‖ – when did arrests, imprisonment and fines achieve 

anything? 

 

Taxes from alcohol and gambling ought to be put to good use designing and launching a policy 

of drug "prevention" and providing abstinence based rehabilitation where, in a drug free 

environment addicts may come to know themselves, accept themselves and be themselves and 

learn to live drug free. 

 

In February I mean to make a submission to the National Drug Strategy on behalf of CWLA and 

I would welcome any pertinent information you may like to send me. 

 

13. THE FAMILY‟S ESSENTIAL ROLE 

 

The status of the family and marriage continue to be at the forefront of many public debates, 

closely followed by the social cost of marriage breakdown.  

 

A recent study in England found that divorce results in a significant economic benefit for men, 

but penalizes women, according to a study carried out by Stephen Jenkins, a director of the 

Institute for social and Economic research and chair of the council of the International 

Association for research on Income and Wealth, when a marriage splits up, the father‘s 

disposable income increases by around one-third. 

 

By contrast, and regardless of whether or not there are children, the average post-divorce income 

for women falls by more than a fifth, and is adversely affected for a number of years.  

 

The survey carried out by Jenkins is the first long-term study of income and marriage 

breakdowns. Jenkins found that the poverty rate among divorced women is 27%, almost three 

times higher compared to their former spouses. 

 

Economic penalties are not the only disadvantages associated with divorce. An Australian study 

published last year found that emotional and social impact of divorce makes itself felt for decades 

afterwards, reported the Sydney Morning Herald newspaper in July 2009. 
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A research team headed by David de Vaus, of La trobe University in Melbourne, presented the 

conclusions of a study at a conference of the Australian institute of Family Studies. They 

compared the well-being of about 2,200 Australians aged 55 to 74. 

 

Those divorced not only suffered trauma in the initial years following the end of their marriage, 

but they were also more likely to feel they lacked someone to confide in, and they were less 

satisfied with their home and health. 

 

Benedict the XV1 recently affirmed the importance of the family for society in his message sent 

to the participants in the ‗recitation of the rosary‘ during the 6
th

 world Day of Families held in 

Mexico City. The Pope said the family is ―a vital cell of society‖ and ―Because of its essential 

role in society, the family has the right to have its proper identity recognized and not confused 

with other forms of coexistence‖. He asked that family based on marriage of a man and a woman 

receive a sufficient level of legal, financial and social support. 

 

The social importance of family life is not just something affirmed by the church. Jennifer 

Roback Morse, a former research fellow at Stanford Universit‘s Hoover Institution, and currently 

a research fellow at the Acton Institute for the Study of Religion and Liberty, recently published a 

second edition of her book ―Love and Economics‖ (Ruth Institute Books). 

 

One of the books sections is entitled ―Why there is no substitute for the Family‖. The family is 

irreplaceable not only in the sense that the two parents of a child play a unique role in its life, but 

also because the very institution of the family has no effective substitute. Clearly, some families 

carry out the family relational role better than others, but no institution does this better than the 

family. The fact that some families fail should not lead us to the conclusion that the family as an 

institution is merely optional, according to Morse. 

 

Morse summarises the findings of a number of studies that document the adverse results of 

children brought up in single-parent families: poverty; lower educational results; and behavioural 

problems – which I will share with you in the next Newsletter. 

 

14. CYBER-SAFETY AND INTERNET SERVICE PROVIDER FILTERING 

 

 Senator Stephen Conroy, Minister for Broadband, Communications and  th e Digital 

Economy is very pleased  with the support the Catholic Women’s League has given his 

determination to clean up the Net. The government will further provide Australian 

internet users, particularly children, with a safer online environment, additiona l funding 

has been allocated  to ACMA to continue and  expand education activities to help deal 

with cyber safety risks, including cyber bullying. Waiting times for schools participating 

in the ACMA cyber-safety outreach program will be reduced , and  the operating hours 

for the Cyber-Safety Online helpline will be increased  to ensure its availability when 

children are most at risk. Information on both the existing and  new cyber safety 

measures is available at www.dbede.gov.au/ cybersafety plan. This information  

includes the Enex report on ISP filtering live pilot, frequently asked  questions, and  the 

public consultation paper on measures to improve accountability and  transparency of 

the RC content list. 
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However the Minister’s determination to ensure clean feed  seems to have been put in 

the too hard  basket and  I quote from his letter – “the complexity of the issue is why the 

Government has always maintained there is no silver bullet solution to cyber-safety. In 

developing our approach we have been informed by the governments pilot of ISP level filtering 

and extensive industry feedback about the most appropriate way to improve safety online. In 

particular our approach has been informed by the constructive input of Australia’s four largest 

ISPs, who came forward with a set of principles that the Government has taken into account. 

 

The Government’s approach involves a comprehensive suite of measures to address the range of 

issues and challenges faced by families when they are online. These measures build upon the 

governments existing cyber safety plan that includes law enforcement, education and 

information, research and international co-operation. $125.8 million was allocated to this plan 

in the 2007-8 budget, which included funding for 91 Australian federal Police officers to the 

Child Protection Team. 

 

The government has recently announced three new measures to enhance its existing cyber-safety 

program, all from within the existing funding: 

 

• Introduction of mandatory ISP-level filtering of Refused Classification (RC) content in 

order to reduce the risk of inadvertent exposure. RC material includes child sexual abuse 

imagery, bestiality sexual violence, detailed instruction in crime, violence or drug use 

and/or material that advocates the doing of a terrorist act. 

 

• A grants program to encourage ISPs to offer additional filtering services to households 

on a commercial basis an optional basis. 

 

• Funding of $17 million over 5 years for a range of education, awareness and counselling 

services based on recommendations from the Government’s 300 strong Youth Advisory 

Group, and advice from its consultative working Group on cyber-safety. 

 

These measures tackle the issue of cyber-safety from a number of directions and provide parents  

and carers with the necessary information to assist with this task. 

 

 We must continue to encourage the Minister in every way we can to persevere with his plan to 

‗Clean up the Net‖. The Minister’s email address is senator.conroy@aph.gov.au 

 Ordinary mail: Senator Stephen Conroy, Parliament House, Canberra, ACT 2600. 

 

Dr. Patrick Carnes, Ph.D a specialist in the area of sex addiction and author of several books on 

the topic says -  

 

―Sexual activity on the Internet has fundamentally altered our sexuality – and most professionals 

are unsure as to how or even how much. Barriers and obstacles to sexual exploration were 

literally obliterated overnight. The (multimillion dollar) sex industry developed ‗technology core 

to the Internet‘ for distribution of pornography. Its investment is now the third largest economic 

sector on the Internet. Since there are more than one hundred thousand Pornography Web sites 

and more than two hundred new ones introduced daily, surfing the internet for pornography is a 

regular activity for many.   Most pornography is downloaded between 9:00 and 5:00 pm, making 

it a corporate problem‖. 
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As one Stanford researcher working with MSNBC data observed there are now people struggling 

with sexual compulsivity who never would have been if not for the Internet. About 40% of these 

sex addicts are women‖. 

 

It‘s not only the viewers and their families who are damaged but also the performers and their 

families. It sickens me that men, women and children are sexually exploited, their abuse filmed 

and distributed for profit and the corruption of others. 

 

Since pornographers use ―technology core to the Internet‖ it is good that the Minister is 

‗informed by the constructive input of Australia’s four largest ISPs‘. Many ordinary 

Australians including children are technology savvy.  

 

The Minister has thanked CWLA for their support of his plan to clean up the Net.  

Now we urge Catholic men and women, indeed everyone who recognizes the 

dangers, to let the Minister know they support his plan.  

 

Pope Benedict defines programs with content that is violent, antisocial or degrading of 

human sexuality as unacceptable. The Internet is in effect a public space, routinely 

accessed  by children as well as adults, and  safeguards must be a part of the system. 

 

Faith is about concern for others. Faith is a public -- not private -- responsibility.  

 

Pope Benedict went on to say ―the education challenges of today are often linked to the influence 

of the mass media, which competes with school, the church and even the family. An adequate 

formation in the right use of the media is essential: Parents, teachers, and the ecclesial community 

are called to collaborate to educate children and young people to be selective and to develop a 

critical attitude, cultivating a taste for what is aesthetically and morally valid‖. 

 

The following website addresses this important issue www.choicez.com.au  
 

15. CARDINAL PELL ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND FREEDOM OF RELIGION 

  

The following is the text of a keynote address given by Cardinal George Pell, Archbishop of 

Sydney: 

 

As many of you are aware, the Human Rights Commission has been conducting an inquiry into 

freedom of religion in Australia for over a year. The only question about its outcome is how bad 

it will be. 

 

The tone was set when the inquiry was announced in September 2008. The ABC reported the 

Commission‘s Race Discrimination Commissioner, Tom Calma, expressing concern (in the 

ABC‘s words) ―at evidence of a growing fundamentalist religious lobby, in areas such as same-

sex relationships, stem-cell research and abortion‖.[1] I am not a fundamentalist religiously, 

politically or morally.  But I was not aware that being a fundamentalist was against any 

Australian law; nor am I aware why this should be of any concern to a Race Discrimination 

Commissioner. This alleged fundamentalism is apparently one of the main reasons for the 

inquiry, and this attitude — that religious opinion and religious people in the public square are 
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somehow a problem, perhaps even a danger — runs through the discussion paper the 

Commission issued to commence the inquiry. 

 

In case there was any doubt about the matter, in August Mr Calma and Conrad Gershevitch 

delivered a conference paper on the inquiry that opened with these words: 

 

"The compatibility of religious freedom with human rights is the subject of the most 

comprehensive study ever undertaken in Australia in this area. ..." [2] (emphasis added). 

 

Let us spell this out: the clear meaning of these words is that religious freedom is not a human 

right and may not be compatible with human rights. This is an astonishing claim from a senior 

officer of the body responsible for the protection and advancement of human rights in Australia. 

Mr Calma announced the inquiry in a similar vein, comparing religion and human rights to oil 

and water – substances that do not mix.[3] 

 

I have not the time now to explain the two obvious fallacies in what Mr. Calma is reported as 

having said.  The first is that religion is somehow opposed to reason, irrational.  The second is 

that the opposition to the destruction of human life involved in, say, abortion depends upon 

premises peculiar to religion, and not upon simple principles of justice common to all humanity. 

 

Mr Calma and Mr Gershevitch conclude their paper by suggesting a greater role for government 

in managing religious freedom; a role not in ―the governance of religion, (of course) but [in the] 

moderation of the public sphere in which faith communities necessarily come into contact with 

each other‖. ―As in other domains of human interaction . . . the hand of government, even if 

gentle and gloved, may be required to ensure the public good‖. No doubt we are to be reassured 

by the prospect of a nanny state, rather than the jack-boot. If these individuals have their way, 

religious people in Australia can expect much more government restriction and interference, 

―even if gentle and gloved‖. All of which simply underscores the need for a different sort of 

inquiry; not into whether religious freedom is compatible with human rights, but into whether 

this enquiry of the Human Rights Commission is compatible with human rights. 

 

The problem for the Commission and those who share its world view is that human rights often 

get in the road of their particular secular agenda. The rights to life, to marriage, to family; the 

recognition of the family based on marriage as the fundamental unit of society; the rights of 

parents to determine the moral and religious education of their children; and the rights to freedom 

of religion, belief, and conscience, are all recognised by the major international human rights 

agreements. They also stand squarely in the road of the radical autonomy project which the 

extreme left, the anti-religious left is pushing. This is the main reason why these inconvenient 

rights have been read-down, reinterpreted and displaced by other, newer ―rights‖ such as those to 

abortion, euthanasia, anti-discrimination and same-sex marriage, and all they carry with them. Is 

the Commission genuinely committed to human rights as agreed between the nations in the major 

treaties, or is it actually committed to overthrowing some of them for radically different ideas? 

 

Another incident has emerged in the last week in Canberra which is of some significance long 

term for freedom of speech and religious liberty. 

 

In response to the same sex legislation in A.C.T. Archbishop Mark Coleridge issued a carefully 

worded statement opposing same-sex civil unions, acknowledging the rights of homosexual 
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people to justice, but pointing out the differences between desires and rights and the unique 

advantages the marriage of a man and woman brings to the spouses and their children. 

 

In doing so the archbishop was defending the national law of the land on marriage and defending 

the role of mothers and fathers. 

 

This spurred the A.C.T. Human Rights Commissioner to public utterance describing Archbishop 

Coleridge‘s statement as ―unhelpful‖, ―getting very close to ―homophobia,‖ starting to skate on 

thin ice‖. 

 

―People should pull back and think what they‘re saying‖; ―people need to be careful they‘re not 

getting to the point of inciting hatred or contempt for gay people‖, she continued. 

 

 

The Commissioner has gone too far in this attempt to intimidate, to silence debate from 

Christians or indeed any person who, as in this case, merely point out the natural advantages and 

pre-eminence of heterosexual marriage for society. 

 

No official has the right when the speed limit is 60 kph to name and shame those they allege to be 

traveling at 58 or 59 kph  Indeed the rights of Commissioners to enter public debate and rebuke 

those who oppose their point of view should themselves be examined.  Can the Commissioner be 

a participant in the game as well as the referee, who threatens to send off a player before the 

game has started?  The new laws are not yet in effect. 

 

This sad little incident demonstrates why majority opinion, and especially those in favour of 

religious freedom as well as freedom of speech, should be opposed to a federal charter of rights. 

It will be used, as it is now used in Britain, to threaten and harass those manifesting religion in 

public life and especially the Christian religion. 

 

Using rights against rights 

 

The Human Rights Commission is part of a bigger problem. One way of stating it is to ask: why 

is it that human rights statutes, such as the Charter of Rights and Responsibilities in Victoria, 

seem to end up violating and diminishing some human rights rather than protecting them? 

 

Let us first note how human rights statutes, such as the Victorian Charter, which claim to 

implement International instruments, such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) 

and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966) have often what is at best a 

promiscuous relationship to those instruments.  Important rights, such as the rights of parents to 

determine the religious and moral education of their children are not replicated in the Victorian 

Charter.  And, further, the right to freedom from discrimination on the grounds of sex is parodied 

by being associated with ambiguous categories such as ―sexual orientation‖, and fantasies of the 

zeitgeist such as ―gender identity‖. 

 

Then it pays to look at the small print. The rights included in the Victorian Charter can be limited 

or redefined according to whatever is required ―in a free and democratic society based on human 

dignity, equality and freedom‖. Imagine the fun Calma and Gershevitch (and the A.C.T. 

Commissioner for Human Rights, Dr. Watchirs) would have if they were defining a ―free and 
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democratic society‖! This sounds fine and reasonable, but in fact is a recipe for trouble and 

oppression. It significantly exceeds the limitations allowed in international instruments such as 

the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which only permits some rights to be 

limited in times of genuine national emergency or when absolutely ―necessary to protect public 

safety, order, health, or morals or the fundamental rights and freedoms of others‖ (Article 18 (4)). 

 

Even in times of ―a public emergency which threatens the life of the nation‖, some rights can 

never be qualified or reduced (Article 4). These include not only the right to life, and the rights 

not to be tortured or enslaved, but also the right to  freedom of religion and conscience. Other 

important rights, such as those to free association, free expression, the right to a fair trial and due 

process, are not included in this category of fundamental or basic human rights, and can be 

qualified in a time of genuine public emergency. But not the right to life or freedom or religion 

and conscience. This priority of rights is regularly ignored, and the law decriminalising abortion 

in Victoria in 2008 is probably the worst recent example. 

 

The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights makes it very clear that necessity is 

what permits fundamental rights to be limited in some circumstances, not discretion or 

preference. But as Professor Patrick Parkinson has pointed out, the clause in the Victorian 

Charter which allows rights to be limited by whatever is required ―in a free and democratic 

society based on human dignity, equality and freedom‖ gives judges and other decision makers 

an enormous discretion to reinterpret, redefine, or simply ignore human rights if there are more 

important priorities set by the government of the day. 

 

The effect is that while human rights are of varied and limited importance, they become 

secondary to public policy, to the particular values or priorities of governments. Human rights, 

and especially human rights charters, are to be read in the light of public policy imperatives and 

applied accordingly. This is how human rights commissions understand their task and explains 

why they often produce strange decisions which fly in the face not only of the intention but also 

the plain meaning of human rights as set out in international agreements and treaties. 

 

Public policy and freedom of religion 

 

Setting public policy is one of government‘s most important responsibilities. Government is a 

creation of civil society. It is not government which creates civil society. In Catholic social 

teaching we speak of the concept of subsidiarity. Its basic principle is that, wherever possible, 

social responsibilities should be carried out at the lowest and most local level of organisation, 

unless this is beyond their capacity and resources.  This principle of subsidiarity is directly 

opposed to the totalitarian principle in which the individual is understood to exist to further the 

purposes of the State. 

 

So, defence is obviously a national responsibility. Police forces and hospitals can be a national, 

state or local responsibility. Education, however, first of all resides with families, and only then 

with local, district, provincial or national government. 

 

Public policy miscarries unless it is informed by the principle of subsidiarity.  The role of that 

principle is to foster key values which are essential to the flourishing of civil society and the 

common good. It used to be and still should be an important principle of public policy to support 

and protect marriage, both as the basis of strong families and strong communities. This was 
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reflected in the administration of government (for example, through tax concessions for families), 

and in the administration of law (for example, the decision of the US Supreme Court in the 1870s 

which prohibited polygamy). In the late 1960s and 1970s, again in the US, the principle of racial 

equality was made a priority of public policy, so that colleges or community organisations which 

were based on racial segregation lost whatever concessions or privileges for which they would 

otherwise have been eligible. 

 

In Australia today anti-discrimination is becoming a defacto priority of public policy. The 

particular hay bale flying around at the moment is the approach taken to the protections for 

religious freedom and freedom of conscience under different anti-discrimination laws at the state 

level. The churches have had something of a win in Victoria recently, where there was a proposal 

to eliminate the so-called exemptions in Victorian law which allow religious schools and 

agencies to exercise a preference in employment for people who share and live out their faith. We 

have to stop using the word ―exemptions‖ because it suggests that religious freedom is a 

government grant or concession, not a fundamental human right. We should insist these rights are 

protected. 

 

Christians believe that everyone should be free from unjust discrimination, but anti-

discrimination laws which do not respect fundamental human rights such as freedom of religion 

and conscience, are unjust laws. We should not be afraid to say this. We have a right to foster 

religious communities. Those who want to cancel out this right need to show why this right 

should be removed. 

 

In Britain, the situation is difficult. The London barrister Paul Diamond, who visited Australia 

last month to talk about the charter of rights, has explained that anti-discrimination has become 

an official priority of public policy in the UK, with serious consequences for the rights of 

Christians as people who are held to be inherently ―discriminatory‖. In the United States, scholars 

have been turning their minds to the public policy implications of same-sex marriage, which is of 

course a part of the anti-discrimination agenda. If courts and governments were to decide that the 

general recognition and acceptance of same-sex marriage should be an important principle of 

public policy, the consequences for religious freedom could be enormous. Marriage preparation, 

relationship counselling, decisions about medical treatment by next of kin, school enrolments, 

sex and relationship education in secondary schools, the hire of parish, school and church 

facilities for functions and events, and arrangements for married couples in emergency housing, 

retreat, conference and aged care centres are only the most obvious examples of where Christian 

beliefs about marriage could collide with public policy on anti-discrimination which prioritises 

the equal treatment of same-sex marriage. 

 

These great matters must be decided politically and we should not let our minority opponents 

shuffle them off to the courts, much less to Commissions. 

 

Conclusion  The U.S.A. and Britain are still a long way away from where we are now. And 

that is where we want to keep it. We need to be clear about what is happening elsewhere in the 

world and be both vigilant and confident in protecting all human rights, including the right to 

religious freedom, especially through the parliaments. When the human rights industry starts to 

treat religious freedom as a problem, it makes itself an ugly Goliath. But we should not be cowed. 

Due to age and arthritis my running days are gone but speaking metaphorically, we should 

remember instead the example of David, and start running at him.  We should also remember that 
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David felled Goliath. 

 

[1] ―National Religious Freedom Review to be Announced‖, ABC News, 17 September 2008. 

(http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2008/09/17/2366511.htm?section=justin) 

 

[2] Tom Calma and Conrad Gershevitch, ―Freedom of Religion and Belief in a Multicultural 

Democracy: an inherent contradiction or an achievable human right?‖ Paper presented to the 

Unity in Diversity Conference, Townsville, 13-15 August 2009.  

  (http://www.hreoc.gov.au/about/media/papers/freedom_religion20090803.html) 

 

[3] ―Like oil and water? Religion and Human Rights in Australia‖. Human Rights Commission 

media release, 17 September 2008. 

(http://www.humanrights.gov.au/about/media/media_releases/2008/97_08.html) 

 

 

16. THE BAPTISM OF JESUS homily given by Father Christopher Igobuana 

  "CREATED AND REDEEMED." 

  

Why Baptism in the name of Most Blessed Holy Trinity? 

With the fall of Adam and Eve our primordial parents, a gulf appears between Divine Will and 

human will - for man lost the gift of Divine Will. 

A big unimaginable gap exist between our desire – and God's desire 

Our human affection  and God‘s Affection. 

To bridge this gap, God called Abraham and his descendants, and made a covenant, and entrusted 

His law to them through Moses. 

Do you still remember those laws? 

1.   I am the Lord your God. You shall not have other gods before me. 

2.   You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain. 

3.   Remember to keep the Lord's Day holy. 

4.   Honour your father and mother. 

5.   You shall not kill. 

6.   You shall not commit adultery. 

7.   You shall not steal. 

8.   You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour. 

9.   You shall not desire your neighbour's wife. 

10. You shall not desire you neighbour's goods. 

  

However, the law produces nothing but God's retribution - guilt, if you live below the expectation 

or inner pride, if you abide by it - and it is only where there is no Law that it is possible to live 

without breaking the law (Rm.4:15). 

  

This is why the Word of God was made flesh, and He dwells among us, present in the bodily 

form in the Most Blessed Sacrament. In His words in Gospel of St Mathew 5:17, he says: "Do not 

imagine that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets, I have come not to abolish but to 

complete them." 

 

How? "Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened - under a curse and attachment to 

sin - and I will give your rest" (Mathew 11:28). 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2008/09/17/2366511.htm?section=justin
http://www.hreoc.gov.au/about/media/papers/freedom_religion20090803.html
http://www.humanrights.gov.au/about/media/media_releases/2008/97_08.html
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Pope Paul VI says in Mysterium Fidei that the most efficacious way of growing in holiness is 

time spent with Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament. Each moment spent before the Blessed 

Sacrament deepens our union with Christ. And just as one could not go outside in the pouring 

rain without getting wet, neither can one come into the presence of the Most Blessed Sacrament 

in adoration, without getting spiritually soaked in the very life and holiness of the Lord Himself. 

  

The Blessed Sacrament is the fire of Divine Love. Like fire which transforms everything to itself, 

one is transformed from glory to glory and made more into the image and likeness of Christ for 

each moment that one spends in His Divine Presence. 

  

Remember the metamorphoses of a caterpillar into a colorful butterfly. The difference amazes us. 

The difference in our soul from one holy hour to another amazes the Saints in heaven and the 

Angels on earth. With each passing moment in His Presence, our human will will gradually be 

diffused into the Divine Will, our thoughts, desires and affections will all be transformed and 

redeemed, becoming more and more the very image and likeness of Christ himself. 

  

Because of this transformation, each moment you spend with Jesus on earth will make your soul 

everlastingly more glorious and beautiful in heaven. This is why St Paul exclaims: "All of us 

gazing upon the Lord are being transformed from glory to glory and being made into his very 

image and likeness" (2 Cor.3:18). 

  

The Church today is struggling against 'the winds and the waves,' making little progress in its 

mission to evangelize, because there is now a subtle denial of Christ real presence in the Blessed 

Sacrament, and in some places an attempt to move the tabernacle out of the Church is under 

consideration. 

  

Now ‗Eucharistic Jesus‘ can be handled by anybody, and often forgotten in the Tabernacle 

without daily adoration. As well as total neglect of the devotion to the Saints, especially to 

Blessed Virgin Mary, for her Motherly care and protection: with these, our Church liturgies are 

becoming a mere drama, lacking in spiritual power. 

  

But to those who are worshiping God in spirit and truth, Jesus says: "Take heart, do not be afraid" 

(Mk.6:51). 

  

Casting our minds on the dream and vision of St. JohnBosco, which depicts the reality of our 

time, he dreamt: 'the Church was a ship about to sink, going through difficult times with division, 

demoralization, drop in membership and lack of vocations. Enemies on all sides were trying to 

destroy it. The Pope guides the Church between the two pillars arising from the sea. One pillar 

was the Blessed Mother, the other was the Blessed Sacrament in the monstrance. Peace was 

restored and this ship came into a harbour too magnificent for words to describe. John Bosco 

thought it was heaven. The Blessed Mother told him it was earth, renewed and transformed 

through the Eucharistic reign of her Son. 

  

Be aware that we are now living the chapters of the Book of Revelation; very soon it will all be 

fulfilled with the dawn of the New Era. 
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17. BISHOP ANTHONY FISHER 

 

The Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, has named Most Rev Anthony Fisher op as the third 

bishop of Parramatta. Bishop Anthony is a Dominican friar and ethicist. He was Coordinator of 

World Youth Day 2008 in Sydney. For the past seven years he has been Parish Priest of Watson‘s 

Bay and an auxiliary bishop of Sydney. 

 

At 49, Bishop Anthony Fisher is the youngest Catholic bishop in Australia. ―It is a very great 

privilege to be entrusted with this role of leadership and service in the vibrant young diocese of 

Parramatta,‖ Bishop Anthony said. 

 

―Western Sydney is one of Australia‘s fastest growing areas, with a median age of only 32, many 

young families and numerous ethnic communities. Parramatta may be one of our youngest 

dioceses but it is already the fifth most populous in Australia and has many exciting 

possibilities.‖ 

 

The Diocese of Parramatta was separated from the Archdiocese of Sydney in 1986 and includes 

the shires of Baulkham Hills, Blacktown, the Blue Mountains, Hawkesbury, Holroyd, Parramatta 

and Penrith, and parts of Wollondilly and Liverpool. 

 

With a third of the locals identifying as Catholic in the last census (319,215), it is Australia‘s 

most Catholic area. It already has 49 parishes, 76 systemic schools (54 primary and 22 

secondary) and 6 congregational schools. 

 

―I don‘t come with any agenda apart from the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the teachings of the 

Church,‖ Bishop Anthony explained. ―I want to hear from the priests and people of the diocese, 

their hopes, gifts and challenges, and learn from them.‖ 

 

I sincerely hope that Bishop Anthony will also inform and instruct his people in the teachings of 

the Church. Ed. 

 

"In a world marked by religious indifference and even by a growing aversion toward the 

Christian faith, a new, intense activity of evangelization is necessary,"  Pope Benedict said while 

addressing a service marking the closure of the week of prayer for Christian unity. 

 

The Pope lamented  "religious indifference and a growing aversion to the Christian faith",  

and urged Christians to invigorate efforts to spread their faith's message despite what he 

described as the unfriendly climate to Christianity in parts of the world.  

 

He urged Christians to overcome their differences through dialogue so that they can unite their 

efforts to influence debates in society on ethical issues like abortion, euthanasia and the limits of 

science and technology. 
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18. POPE LAMBASTS COPENHAGEN FAILURE  

By David Willey, BBC News, Rome 

 

The Pope told nearly 100 ambassadors accredited to the Vatican that world leaders had a 

continuing responsibility towards preserving God's creation. He criticised the failure by world 

leaders to create a new climate change treaty at Copenhagen at December's summit in Denmark.  

 

When giving his annual talk to the Vatican diplomatic corps Pope Benedict criticised the 

"economic and political resistance to creating a successor to the 1997 Kyoto Protocol and "to 

fighting environmental degradation‖.  He said the issue was particularly critical for island 

nations, and also for the African continent where the battle for resources and increasing 

desertification has led to armed conflicts. 

 

"To cultivate peace, one must protect creation," he insisted. 

 

He called upon armed groups of whatever kind to choose the path of peace. 

 

"Terrorism endangers countless innocent lives and generates widespread anxiety," said the 82-

year-old Pope. 

 

19. ARCHBISHOP AMONG THOUSANDS KILLED IN HAITI.   
 

Port-au-Prince Archbishop Serge Miot is among thousands who are dead after a major earthquake 

destroyed the Haitian capital, including its cathedral, late Tuesday afternoon 12
th

 January. 

 

According to the U.S. Geological Survey the quake had a magnitude of 7.0, and the centre was 

relatively shallow, less than 10 miles below ground, raising the risk of damage. The earthquake‘s 

centre was just 10 miles from Port-au-Prince, ABC News reports. 

 

Fr Pierre Le Beller of the Saint Jacques Missionary Centre in western France told the New York 

Times that fellow missionaries had found Archbishop Miot's body in the ruins of the archdiocese 

office. 

 

Pope Benedict XVI has said the Catholic Church's charity organisations would immediately 

move into action to assist those most in need. 

 

"I invite everyone to join in my prayer to the Lord for the victims of this catastrophe and for 

those who are mourning their loss. I assure my spiritual closeness to people who have lost their 

homes and to all those affected in various ways by this calamity, imploring from God consolation 

and relief of their suffering," he said. 

 

The UK arm of Caritas (CAFOD) has pledged £100,000 for relief work in the quake hit country, 

according to a Reuters report. 

 

Karel Zelenka, a Catholic Relief Services representative in Port-au-Prince, told U.S. colleagues 

before phone service failed that "there must be thousands of people dead."  
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"He reported that it was just total disaster and chaos, that there were clouds of dust surrounding 

Port-au-Prince," Sara Fajardo said from the group's offices in Maryland. ―Clearly, there's going to 

be serious loss of life in this." 

 

The health commission estimates 150,000 dead and Communications Minister Marie-Lawrence 

Jocelyn Lassegue said ―It‘s very difficult to estimate how many more people might be dead, 

(beneath the rubble) but the Prime Minister has spoken of 200,000‖. 

 

Immediately after the earthquake that devastated Haiti on the 12
th

 January, the International 

Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF) used the crisis to solicit funds for its family planning 

clinics in the country. At the same time, a pro-life medical team arrived in Port au Prince to 

provide emergency medical services and skilled birth attendants. The responses highlight a rising 

dispute over the current United Nations (UN) program for reducing maternal mortality which 

puts fertility control first, a program  in which Haiti  has been a main target but has nonetheless 

maintained one of the  world‘s highest rates of maternal death. 

 

A pro-life obstetrical team from Matercare International (MCI) went to Haiti this week to 

conduct a needs assessment for a long-term operation serving Haitian women. Dr. Robert Walley, 

director of MCI and leader of the team said they will provide emergency obstetric care to 

mothers, many of whom have reportedly had to give birth in the streets since the crisis began a 

week ago. ―It almost seems that with these type of tragic circumstances somehow the world 

believes that life simply stops, so emergency obstetrical care for life threatening complications is 

not an immediate priority,‖ an MCI fundraising appeal stated -  ―The result is an enormous 

increase in the number of maternal deaths‖. 

 

UNICEF has warned the Haiti earthquake is creating ideal conditions for child-traffickers. Up to 

fifteen children are known to have gone missing from hospitals in Haiti since the quake struck, 

raising fears of trafficking for adoption abroad or maybe worse! 

 

A bishop from Haiti is affirming that the catastrophic earthquake that leveled the capital this 

month is not some sort of divine punishment. "God has not done this to torture us," Bishop Guy 

Poulard of Les Cayes wrote in a statement. 

 

Pointing to the assurance of God's love found in Scripture, the prelate said, "Our current 

desolation is not the result of a curse from God." 

 

"Science shows us that nature has laws by which it is organized -- these are beyond anything 

human intelligence can do to overcome them," he explained. 

 

Bishop Poulard praised the relief effort and reflected on the road ahead: "The way is long, it will 

be difficult. 

 

"We need the prayer -- much prayer: not prayers that accuse God of punishing our faults; nor 

religious services that profit from the misery of our people to increase the size of congregations; 

not the sort of worship that maintains fear, but the prayer of a child to his father, a prayer 

clarifying, and revealing, what we must do." 

 

Meanwhile, Caritas reported that its organizations -- including U.S.-based Catholic Relief 
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Services, which the Vatican asked to spearhead the Church's aid in Haiti -- have begun to deliver 

almost 100 tons of food to Port-au-Prince to feed at least 50,000 people in one of the city‘s 

biggest camps, Petionville Club. 

 

"There is a long way to go," a Caritas statement acknowledged, "but the distribution at 

Petionville is a significant stone in a large ocean of need." 

     
When the 8 year old boy taken from the rubble on the 21

st
 January, after being buried alive for 

over a week, raised both his arms in a symbol of resurrection, I was overwhelmed with joy!  

We must praise and thank God for the wonderful service so many people of all nations are giving 

the injured, homeless, grieving and destitute people of Haiti.  

 

Conformed to Christ, every man woman and child may be regarded as brothers and sisters, 

children of the same Father. The struggle that we view on the news each day is dramatic proof of 

the brotherhood of mankind. Let us join in creation's song of praise and pray:  

 

Lord, Grant peace on earth.  Help us to see something of the splendor of your glory. Make 

us men and women of your peace. Amen. 

 

This newsletter is proof that we must stay alert and make our values and wishes known. 

How about congratulating Tony Abbott on speaking truth.  Tony.Abbott.MP@aph.gov.au 

 

Betty Roberts, OAM, National Social Issues Convenor, CWLA Inc. 

 

==================================================================== 

 

CWL Tasmania‟s Social Issues Convenor,  Pat Gartlan,  submitted :- 
 

CWL URGES CATHOLICS TO JOIN THE BATTLE OVER INTERNET SAFETY. 

  

Catholic Women‘s League members are calling on Catholics to send messages of support to 

Senator Stephen Conroy, Federal Minister for Broadband, Communications and the Digital 

Economy, for his decision to introduce the following measures to clean up the Internet.  

   

1.    Introduction of mandatory ISP-level filtering of Refused Classification (RC) –rated content. 

This is material which includes child sex abuse content, bestiality, sexual violence including rape, 

and the detailed instruction of crime or drug use. 

2 A grants program to encourage the introduction of  optional filtering by Internet Service 

Providers, to block additional  content as requested by households. 

3 An expansion of the cyber-safety outreach program  run by the Australian 

Communications and Media Authority and the  Cyber-Safety Online Helpline – to 

improve education and awareness of  online safety. 

 

Senator Conroy needs our support because these measures are being vigorously opposed by 

powerful lobby groups:    

-  The Eros Foundation, who describe themselves as Australia's national adult retail and 

entertainment association, oppose them as ‗draconian‘   

-  The newly formed Australian Sex Party, whose policy is ‗to overturn mandatory ISP filtering 
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of the Internet‘ 

-  The Greens, who say they have ‗serious concern‘ about them 

- The Council for Civil Liberties, who oppose them ‗Because this censorship is an unnecessary 

restriction on freedom of speech‘ 

-  

There is obvious inconsistency here: the Council supports the freedom of adults to read and see 

what they want, but what of the civil liberties of children and the parents who are raising them? 

For those families that wish to have a wider range of material filtered, including possibly X18+ 

and gambling sites, the Government will establish a grants program to encourage ISPs to offer 

these services on a commercial and optional basis. 

 These additional filtering services will help parents to choose what they want filtered without 

having to download and install software to their home computers. 

  

Under the National Classification Scheme and related enforcement legislation it is already illegal 

to distribute, sell or make available for hire RC-rated films, computer games and publications. 

This material is currently subject to take-down notices by the Australian Communications and 

Media Authority (ACMA) if it is hosted online in Australia. However, ACMA is unable to 

directly regulate content hosted overseas. This action is an additional measure to the existing 

take-down regime for Australia-hosted content. 

 

The report into the pilot trial of ISP-level filtering demonstrates that blocking RC-rated material 

can be done with 100% accuracy and negligible impact on internet speed. 

 

The Government will also add the specific internet addresses (URLs) of known child abuse 

material through sharing lists with highly regarded international agencies after an assessment of 

the rigor and accountability of classification processes used by these agencies. 

  

The Internet is in effect a public space, routinely accessed by children as well as adults. 

Safeguards must be   part of the system. 

  

CWL urges Catholic men and women, parents, grandparents, teachers and  all who deal 

with children, to send  the Minister a message, to Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 

or email to senator.conroy@aph.gov.au  

 

Pat also alerted us to the following threat and its outcome! 

 

Please pray for Peers voting in the House of Lords today – Monday 25
th

 Jan. 

  
Today, members of the House of Lords will vote on how much control Churches should have 

over their employment practices.   If the Government get their way, Churches will have far more 

difficulty in refusing to employ people who do not live lives consistent with the Bible‘s teaching 

on sexual ethics.  The current law is by no means ideal, but the Government‘s proposals make the 

situation even worse by further restricting the freedom of Churches to organise their own affairs. 

  

 •  Please pray that this outrageous attempt by the Government to intrude into how Churches 

operate will be defeated. 

 •  Pray that Lady O‘Cathain‘s amendments are voted through, as they are intended to maintain 

mailto:senator.conroy@aph.gov.au
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the status quo. 

 •  Pray that God will have mercy on this country and spare us from this terrible piece of 

legislation. 

 

That resulted in the following 

 

Praise God for a victory in the House of Lords on Monday 25
th

 January 
  

Three amendments tabled by Baroness O‘Cathain were passed by the House of Lords tonight. 

The first amendment was voted through 216 votes to 178, the second was conceded by the 

Government and the third was voted through 177 votes to 172. 

  

The Government also tried to pass an amendment which would have further restricted the 

freedom of Churches. Thankfully this amendment was defeated by 195 votes to 174 and the law 

has not been narrowed any further. 

  

We at CCFON are delighted with the result and are thankful to all of you for your prayers and 

action in writing to peers and signing the petition. We are also thankful for the many Peers who 

supported Baroness O‘Cathain‘s amendments and spoke in favour of religious freedom 

throughout the debate. 

  

Although the Government has consistently maintained that the effect of their provisions would 

not alter the current situation, it is the opinion of CCFON and many other Christian organisations 

that the proposed Governmental provisions contained within the Equality Bill would have further 

reduced the freedom of Churches. We are therefore grateful that the status quo has been 

maintained and the law has not been narrowed any further. 

  

Andrea Minichiello Williams, director of CCFON said: 

  

―This is a great day for religious liberty in the UK. We are thankful that the law has not been 

changed and the freedom of Churches to control their own affairs has not been restricted any 

further. The results show what can happen when Christians pray and take action. Let us be 

encouraged that even in an increasingly secular society, the voice of the Church can still be 

heard.‖ 

  

Most of all we are thankful to God for answering our prayers. We serve a mighty God! 

  

Andrea Minichiello Williams, Christian Concern for our Nation http://www.ccfon.org 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

CWL Queensland, Social Issues Convenor, Veronica Box, submitted:- 

 

VINNIES' PRECIOUS MEMORIES PRESERVED. Journalist, Paul Dobbyn, 

 Published: 24 January 2010,  

 

Suzy Nunes and John Campbell look back to the 1907 first meeting minutes of the Society of St 

Vincent de Paul's Particular Council of South Brisbane 

 

http://www.ccfon.or/
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The return of an artificial limb purchased by the St Vincent de Paul Society to aid a Brisbane man 

down on his luck at first baffled members. 

 

Until Journalist Paul Dobbyn discovered the reason behind the return of the artificial limb to the 

St Vincent de Paul Society - in one of the many interesting tales unearthed during the 

establishment of the society's state archives, library and exhibition. 

 

There was logic to the man's decision explained Suzy Nunes, archivist and organiser of the 

recently opened state archives, library and exhibition at the society's South Brisbane state 

headquarters. 

 

"The one-legged man had been begging on the streets when society members decided to help him 

with the purchase of an artificial limb," Ms Nunes said. 

 

"He quickly discovered that he had been able to collect more sympathy, and funds, with one leg 

so returned the limb." 

 

Ms Nunes, said she had come across many interesting stories while engaged on the project that  

took more than a year to complete with funding assistance from the Queensland Government's 

Q150 Community Funding Program. 

  

The associated exhibition, known as "115 years of a Hand Up not just a Hand Out,‖ also features 

a timeline of significant national and state historical events since the society's arrival in 

Queensland in 1895. 

  

One of the oldest items on display is a book containing the minutes of the first meeting of the 

Particular Council of South Brisbane in 1907. A family Bible from the 1870‘s was among other 

interesting items located. 

 

The archives, library and exhibition were officially opened late last year mark the society's 115 

years of visitation to communities throughout Queensland. 

 

Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Oudeman blessed the exhibit that was opened on November 29 by State 

Member for Everton Murray Watt representing Premier Anna Bligh. 

 

Speaking at the opening, Mr Watt noted that "the first recorded activities of St Vincent de Paul 

Society in Queensland were at St Bridget's at Red Hill, one of Brisbane's poorer areas in the early 

days. He said this was one of the areas that felt the effects of the 1893 global recession, (and) 

Great Depression (1930s) the most‖. 

 

"How far we've come since then. Red Hill is quite the opposite these days, and today the society's 

core services have expanded to include refugees settling into their new home." 

 

Mr Watt noted that "one of the earliest archived documents was the minutes of the first meeting 

of the first council of South Brisbane which amalgamated the three conferences of St Bridget's, St 

Joseph's (at Kangaroo Point) and St Stephen's (in the city)". 

 



 32 

Ms Nunes said it was the location of these conference minutes and other items during a clean-out 

at the society's Sumner Park depot that sparked interest in mounting the exhibition and starting 

the archives. 

 

"It all started with the finding of five boxes of records," Ms Nunes said. 

 

"The society then applied to the (State Government's) Q150 fund and once approval was gained, I 

was employed to get the project underway." The former University of Sydney reference archivist 

said the project had also recalled personal memories. 

 

"As a young school student I volunteered with a Canberra St Vincent de Paul shop as part of my 

work towards the Duke of Edinburgh Award," she said. 

 

"Dealing with these records on a daily basis has given me a deeper understanding of the good 

work the society has done in Queensland in the 115 years its been here."  

 

Ms Nunes said it had been difficult to collect records from Queensland's 215 St Vincent de Paul 

conferences. "So far we've only received material from twelve conferences and most of these are 

in Brisbane," she said. "However, it's in the interests of all conferences to have their records 

stored at a central point under proper archive conditions. "Several conferences said they had lost 

records due to fire and flood which is a real shame‖. 

 

Former state president John Campbell said the society is grateful to the Q150 Community Fund 

for its recognition of the St Vincent de Paul Society's contribution to Queensland's history. 

 

"We are grateful that the Q150 Community Funding has assisted us to give the broader 

community a rare glimpse into our past," Mr Campbell said. 

 

The archives, library and the “115 years of a Hand Up not just a Hand Out" exhibition can be 

viewed by appointment. For further information contact the society's state office on  

(07) 3010 1000. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

CWL South Australia, Social Issues Convenor, Leonie Holmes submitted:- 
 Members have been informed re: 

• an email circulating incorrect information about swine-flu injections. 

• the Tasmanian Parliament is preparing a "Dying With Dignity" Bill. 

• the Edmund Rice Foundation in Western Australia is offering scholarships for young 

people to study Social Justice 

•  Switzerland is becoming the suicide centre of the world because of its euthanasia laws. 

 

I was heartened to read an article in the National CWL Social Issues Newsletter about a dream 

held by Bill Shorten, who is Parliamentary Secretary for Disabilities for the Rudd Government, 

his dream is that people with disabilities, should be ―liberated from the shackles of their genetics 

and their accidental circumstances‖. I was shocked to discover that the benefits for people with 

disabilities are very poor and not at all well organised. I was also shocked to discover that the 

percentage of people with disabilities in prison is 20% whereas the percentage in the community 

is below 2%. This surely indicates that we are not looking after our disabled people at all well. 
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We can so easily become complacent when we are so well covered by Medicare and health 

insurance and not realise just what difficulties people with a disabled person in their family go 

through. This was brought home to me very loud and clear when a young mother, whose son I am 

instructing for Confirmation, told me that she has an 8 year old son, who suffers from autism. He 

is incontinent and can not speak. He does go to a special school but his parents have to pay $100 

a lesson for every speech therapy session. If she wants to take him anywhere she worries that she 

may have to lay him on the ground to change his napkin, as there are no facilities to change a 

child of this age and size. 

 

 The NSW government are leading the field with a scheme called Lifetime Care and Support, 

which is for people with serious motor vehicle accident damage, which covers medical treatment, 

rehabilitation and care, including domestic help, child care and educational and vocational 

support. If this service can be offered to them it should be able to be offered to everyone who 

desperately needs it. 

 

I know I am a bit of an idealist but so was Jesus and we are meant to be His followers, so lets 

take every opportunity to stand up for the downtrodden like He did and let‘s pray that Bill 

Shorten will keep up his campaign to bring the necessary legislation so that his dream will 

become a reality.  

 

Australia and Asylum seekers: The Myths and the facts 
 

Who are asylum seekers? 

The terms ‗asylum seeker‘ and ‗refugee‘ are often confused: an asylum seeker is someone who 

has fled their home and is seeking protection from another country stating that he or she is a 

refugee, but whose claim has not yet been evaluated. 

 

In Australia, asylum seekers must prove they are refugees before they are granted a visa. They 

must prove to government agencies that if they return home they face persecution, imprisonment 

or harm for reasons of race, religion, nationality, their social group or political opinion. 

 

Myth 1 – Australia takes in more than its fair share of asylum seekers 

 

The recommendation of the United Nations for Refugees is that the 44 coutries who are in a 

position to take refugees should take them at a rate of 197 per million population. In the first half 

of 2009 we took 4,197, which was 531 short of that target. By comparison Canada took 18,722, 

which was three times greater than our effort. 

 

When it comes to Olympic Games, we want to be first at everything but when it comes to 

refugees, we are happy to be 20
th

 out of the 44 countries. Malta is the world leader. 

 

Myth 2 – „Boat People‟ are swamping our shores 
 

Last year, of the 13,500 people granted asylum in Australia, well over 90% of them came by 

plane. 
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There is also data to suggest that people who arrive by boat are more likely to be legitimate 

refugees. Of asylum seekers who arrive by plane about 55% are rejected, whereas only about 

10% of those arriving by boat are rejected. 

 

These numbers are small when compared to the number of people who overstay their visas, 

especially travellers. It is estimated that, on average, 50,000 people stay in Australia without 

proper documentation each year. 

 

Information for this article was taken from GetUp! Action for Australia www.getup.org.au 

 

HOTEL KEY CARDS 

 

 Ever wondered what is on your magnetic Key Card? 

 Customer‘s name 

 Customer‘s address 

 Customer‘s credit card details 

 

When you leave a hotel you should take your card with you and never return it to the desk, 

where staff could access your information. 

You can destroy the information on your card by passing a magnet over it and for good 

measure, you should cut it in half before putting it in the bin. 

 

This information was given me by Kath Smith who also sent the following article about 

Football on Good Friday. 

 

Andrew Dimetriou CEO of the Australian Football Federation has decided that football games 

will not be held on Good Friday because it is a day specially set aside in Melbourne for the Royal 

Children‘s Hospital Appeal. Kath is suggesting that we should write to Andrew at GPO Box 1449 

Melbourne 3001 to congratulate him on this decision. Sport has already hijacked Sundays from 

God. It would be a shame if the same thing happened to Good Friday. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

   


